GODMANCHESTER TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE
TOWN HALL ON THURSDAY 25 NOVEMBER 2010
PRESENT:
Councillors:

Town Clerk:

Mrs S WORTHINGTON (Deputy Mayor)
D BROWN, C HYAMS, Ms J MacLEOD, A MARTIN, Ms D MIDDLETON, N
PAULEY, C RICHARDSON, C VANE PERCY, N WELLS, G WILSON.
Mrs M LIDDIARD

4 members of the public were in attendance
10/176 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE
CLLR WELTON: prior engagement; CLLR BUTCHER: prior engagement, CLLR
TAYLOR: holiday.
ABSENT: CLLR Mrs HULL; CLLR Mrs FLETCHER
10/177 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:
CLLR WILSON: he is an employee of the Environment Agency but has not been
involved in the design of the Flood Alleviation Scheme.
CLLR HYAMS: as he is a member of HDC cabinet and has been asked to keep a
watching brief on this matter.
CLLR VANE PERCY: as Island Hall is adjacent to the proposed Flood Alleviation
Scheme although his property will not be affected by the scheme.
10/178 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:
Mr Doherty expressed, once again, his dis-satisfaction regarding provision of a disabled
parking bay in Godmanchester.
Mr Kynoch stated that the drawing provided by the Environment Agency in relation to 513 Post Street indicated the properties had been affected by flooding in the 1947 flood.
He had told the Environment Agency several times that this was not correct.
CLLR PAULEY arrived at 7.38pm
10/179 TO DISCUSS PLANNING APPLICATION 1001786FUL


Construction of a flood alleviation scheme including two pumping stations to
control seepage under the defence and minor works to close flow paths through
the A14 embankment: Flood Alleviation Scheme at Godmanchester, and to agree
the Town Council’s response.

THE DEPUTY MAYOR introduced Mr Ian Dodson, Mr Richard Chubb, and Mr John
Hesp who had attended on behalf of the Environment Agency to answer specific
questions related to the Planning Application.
Trees
76 trees are to be removed with 46 semi mature trees to be re-planted. Originally 140
trees were due to be removed. The EA confirmed that they were working with the Tree
Officer at HDC and would be happy to arrange to plant a further 30 trees elsewhere in
Godmanchester, subject to approval.

ACTION

Public Realm Areas
EA were asked to confirm whether there had been any changes to plans for the Public
Realm Areas since the Town Council viewed plans in August. EA confirmed the curved
area at the north end of the Causeway had been reduced slightly, at the southern end of
The Causeway they had reduced the number of trees from 3 to 1, moved the ramp and
steps slightly to increase the grassed area. Richard Chubb also explained how the
wrought iron fan-guard adjacent to the Town Hall would prevent access to the rear of the
Town Hall on the walkway and how the walkway/new wall would join up with the rear of
the electricity sub-station.
The EA proposed leaving the existing flood plaque in place and installing a new plaque as
it was possible that the original may be damaged in an attempt to remove it.
The EA explained that on sheet 396 elevation A-A the reason for provision of a length of
railing rather than continuation of a wall, was to protect the roots of a large land-mark
tree.
The EA were asked where the Town Sign would be located. CLLR HYAMS advised that
HDC had determined a separate planning application would need to be submitted by the
Town Council in respect of the Town Sign. Ian Dodson confirmed the EA would be
happy to pay for the Town Sign itself and its erection as part of the flood alleviation
scheme, subject to planning approval and the costs being reasonable. The Town Council
were delighted to accept this offer.
The EA confirmed that they only planned to use engineering bricks where they were in
use already. They hoped to be able to marry these in and were confident that they would
weather well although initially there would be some that would look new against the older
established bricks. They did not anticipate any major “patch working” on the wall along
The Causeway and confirmed there would be minimal differences seen.
The Town Council felt that not all railings being provided throughout Godmanchester as
part of the flood alleviation scheme needed to be identical and would prefer softer
colours, particularly on The Causeway. It was AGREED that the EA would liaise further
regarding colour or finish options, although CCC would be assuming responsibility for
the railings on The Causeway and would also need to be involved in this decision.
In respect of the car park area outside the Queen Elizabeth School, the EA confirmed that
block paving and underlying tarmac would be taken up, up to 4-5m from the existing
wall, for new gullies to be laid. The Town Council advised there were on-going issues
affecting drainage around the QES and asked to work with the EA on this issue at the
appropriate time.
Other queries
It was confirmed that the plaque noting WA James would be preserved although CLLR
VANE PERCY confirmed it had no historical significance to the site.
With regards provision of a fish ladder, the EA confirmed it had been an internal
requirement from the EA Fisheries Department. The Town Council confirmed this was
not required.
The EA confirmed that the gradient at Mill Yard would be very gradual and that it was
DDA compliant. They had opted for a ramp rather than a flood gate as a much better
solution and the gradient would be 1 in 20.

The EA were asked whether there would be a clearance of debris from the Town Bridge,
as the 2 side arches are completely blocked. They confirmed this does not form part of
the flood alleviation scheme, but had already passed this request to colleagues. They
were asked to follow up on this request and that contact me made with the Town Clerk.
The EA did confirm that all 8 arches of Cook’s Stream Bridge would be opened up and it
would be conditional on the scheme that they are kept clear.
The EA explained the rationale for provision of pumping stations which would deal with
surface water and seepage. One would be located at the area adjacent to Cook’s Stream
which was the lowest point in Godmanchester and the second to the south of the cricket
area. They would be operated and maintained by the EA and would be useful even in
mild flood event situations.
The EA confirmed the car park area at the Chestnuts in West Street would be raised
slightly and a railing fence was being installed as a safety measure.
The EA confirmed they hoped to be on site in mid February 2011 with work anticipated
to take a year to complete. It was therefore expected that work would be completed
before summer 2012. The lorries and plant would be located in a compound to be created
on West Side Common and also at 42 West Street. The EA confirmed there would not be
vast amounts of HGV movement, and they would aim to work on plant and materials
being moved outside peak traffic times. They had already noted the Town Bridge weight
limit. It was noted that there would be parking restrictions and single file traffic on The
Causeway for a period of approximately two months.
The EA had been liaising with CCC and Anglian Water regarding surface water flooding
although the Town Council had not been included in any discussions or
recommendations. The EA were asked to ensure the Town Council were kept advised of
progress in respect of these discussions.
The proposal was made to recommend approval of the planning application as
submitted. The vote taken showed 9 Cllrs in favour. 2 Cllrs abstained from voting.
Town Clerk would write to HDC to advise of the Town Council’s recommendation which
would include the following points:
 We and the EA support the planting of new trees and additional trees and will
work with HDC to achieve this
 We welcome the EA’s offer to meet the costs of the Town Sign and to erect it in a
place to be confirmed.
 We prefer softer colours in respect of railings, which we agree do not have to be
uniform throughout the town, and we will work with the EA to agree appropriate
finishes.
 We welcome the opportunity to work with the EA in respect of drainage issues in
the car park area adjacent to the Queen Elizabeth School.
 We do not consider the fish ladder is necessary
 We welcome the proposal to open up all 8 arches of Cook’s Bridge and to keep
them clear and would ask that the debris blocking the Town Bridge to also be
addressed at this time.
 We would ask the EA and other involved parties to keep the Town Council
involved in discussions regarding surface water flooding.
 We would ask that an undertaking be made to complete all works on the flood
alleviation scheme by Easter 2012 as the town will be celebrating its 800th
anniversary.
 We expect to be kept informed regarding any changes, additional submissions or
alterations to the proposed scheme.
 We expect residents in Godmanchester to be kept well informed of issues
affecting them, particularly in terms of parking restrictions, plant movement,
access to the river etc



We hope HDC will be placing notices advising the public of the proposed
planning application on lamp-posts etc as a matter of urgency as consultation on
the planning application has not been publicised.

THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 9 DECEMBER 2010 IN
THE TOWN HALL.

The meeting ended at 09.35pm

Mayor

